
2020 Census 

 

 

What is the 2020 Census? 

The 2020 Census is mandated by the Constitution and conducted by the U.S. 

Census Bureau, a nonpartisan government agency. The 2020 Census counts the 

population in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and five U.S. territories 

(Puerto Rico, American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 

Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands). 

Click this link to view a video on How Do I Take the 2020 Census which is available 

in both English and Spanish.  

Why is the Census important to our schools? 

In 2010, 76.5% of Texas households mailed back their census form, requiring 

costly and difficult in-person follow up to enumerate the remaining 23.5%. Based 

on the last census estimates, nearly 7 million or 25% of Texas’ current population 

lives in hard to count neighborhoods.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wg2mPgmyvBg


The results of the 2020 Census will help determine how hundreds of billions of 

dollars in federal funding flow into communities every year for the next decade. 

That funding helps to shape many aspects of every community, no matter the 

size, no matter the location. 

Every community is full of possibilities, which is why the 2020 United States 

Census wants to ensure that everyone is counted. As a result of the 86th 

Legislative Session, the results of the 2020 Census will inform decisions about 

allocating hundreds of billions of dollars in federal funding to communities across 

the country for hospitals, fire departments, school lunch breakfast and programs, 

supporting effective instruction, career and technical education (CTE) and other 

critical programs and services. 

Click this link to this short 30 second video on Shape Your Future Education. 

What do you need to know? 

Census data is being used all around you. 

 Local governments use the census for public safety and emergency 

preparedness 

 Residents use the census to support community initiatives involving 

legislation, quality of life, and consumer advocacy 

 Real estate developers use the census to build new homes and revitalize 

old neighborhoods 

 Businesses use census data to decide whether to build factories, offices, 

and stores, which create jobs 

Everyone counts. 

 The census counts every person living in the United States once, only 

once and in the right place. 

It’s about fair representation. 

 Every 10 years, the results of the census are used to determine how 

many seats each state gets in the House of Representatives.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=El2fJqsLfU8&feature=emb_title


It’s about 675 billion. 

 The distribution of more than 675 billion in federal funds, grants and 

support to states, counties and communities are based on census data.  

 The money is spent on schools, hospitals, roads, public works and other 

vital programs.   

Your privacy is protected. 

 It’s against the law for the Census Bureau to publicly release your 

responses in any way that could identify you or your household.  

 By law, your responses cannot be used against you and can only be used 

to produce statistics. 

Taking part is your civic duty. 

 Completing the census is mandatory; it’s a way to participate in our 

democracy and say, “I Count.”  

Timeline 

March 12-20: Households will begin receiving official Census Bureau mail with 

detailed information on how to respond to the 2020 Census online, by phone, or 

by mail. 

March 30-April 1: Census Bureau conducts homeless population count.  

April 1: Census Day is observed nationwide. By this date, every home will receive 

an invitation to participate in the 2020 Census. Once, the invitation arrives, you 

should respond from your home in one of three ways: 

1. Online-New and quick, respond online. It’s safe, secure and confidential. 

Your information and privacy are protected. It’s economical both for you 

and for the taxpayers. This questionnaire is available in 13 languages. 

2. Respond by phone-Census enumerators are ready to take your information 

question by question from the convenience of your phone. Telephone 

assistance will be available in 13 languages. 

3. Respond by mail-Wait until you receive your paper form, which will be 

printed in English and Spanish, through the mail or dropped at your 



residence. It can be filled out at home and dropped into your mailbox or 

post office. 

April 1-30: Census takers will begin visiting college students who live on campus, 

people living in senior centers, and others who live among large groups of people. 

Census takers also begin conducting quality check interviews to help ensure an 

accurate count. 

May-June-Census takers will begin visiting homes that haven’t responded to the 

2020 Census to help make sure everyone is counted. 

December: Report is due to the President. 

Resources: 

To learn more about the 2020 Census, visit https://2020census.gov/en.html 

View the questionnaire online, https://www.census.gov/programs-

surveys/decennial-census/technical-documentation/questionnaires/2020.html 
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